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DURHAM, N.H. – As Pope Francis marks the fi h anniversary of his election, Michele Dillon, a scholar of
Catholicism and professor of sociology at the University of New Hampshire, can provide insight into
his time at the Vatican--his popularity with Catholics and non-Catholics alike, his more liberal gestures
and merciful causes, as well as his inability to move the needle on issues like sex abuse and the role of
women in the church.
Dillon can talk about the Pope’s impact on the church, the so-called “Francis E ect.” He has a legacy of
firsts--first Latin American pope, first Jesuit, first to take a name of a saint of the poor, and first to forgo
the lavish living quarters of the Vatican. He has embraced issues of social justice, visiting with the poor
and prisoners and has tried to be mindful of the
moral obligation of all people. However, despite his

MICHELE DILLON, A SCHOLAR OF CATHOLICISM AND PROFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.

role as an unlikely global star, there has been tension
from conservative bishops and Catholics and Dillon questions the impact, if any, of a Francis E ect.
Dillon specializes in religion and culture, with particular interests in autonomy and authority in the Catholic Church; religion, spirituality and cultural change;
community engagement; and the moral politics surrounding abortion and same-sex relationships. Author of the recent “Postsecular Catholicism,”
(https://cola.unh.edu/article/2018/03/postsecular-catholicism-relevance-and-renewal) she has written extensively on Catholicism in the United States and
elsewhere, and has been especially interested in the institutional and cultural processes that enable Catholics who selectively disagree with aspects of Catholic
teaching to remain loyal to Catholicism. She also has examined the political engagement of the Catholic Church, and of other churches and activist organizations,
in public moral debates in di erent western countries. She is also the author of "American Catholics in Transition,” "In the Course of a Lifetime: Tracing Religious
Belief, Practice, and Change,” and "Catholic Identity: Balancing Reason, Faith, and Power.”

The University of New Hampshire is a flagship research university that inspires innovation and transforms lives in our state, nation and world. More than 16,000
students from all 50 states and 71 countries engage with an award-winning faculty in top ranked programs in business, engineering, law, health and human
services, liberal arts and the sciences across more than 200 programs of study. UNH’s research portfolio includes partnerships with NASA, NOAA, NSF and NIH,
receiving more than $100 million in competitive external funding every year to further explore and define the frontiers of land, sea and space.
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Editor's Notes:
PHOTO FOR DOWNLOAD:
https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/sites/default/files/media/dillon_2016.jpg (//www.unh.edu/unhtoday/sites/default/files/media/dillon_2016.jpg)
CAPTION: Michele Dillon, a scholar of Catholicism and professor of sociology at the University of New Hampshire.
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